Saint-Simon                  95

son. The joy was great, but the King prohibited all
those expenses which had been made at the birth of
the first-born of Madame de Bourgogne, and which
had amounted to a large sum. The want of money
indeed made itself felt so much at this time, that the
King was obliged to seek for resources as a private
person might have done. A mining speculator, named
Rodes, having pretended that he had discovered many
veins of gold in the Pyrenees, assistance was given him
in order that he might bring these treasures to light.
He declared that with eighteen hundred workmen he
would furnish a million (francs' worth of gold) each
week. Fifty-two millions a-year would have been a
fine increase of revenue. However, after waiting some
little time, no gold was forthcoming, and the money
that had been spent to assist this enterprise was found
to be pure loss.

The difficulty of finding money to carry on the af-
fairs of the nation continued to grow so irksome that
Chamillart, who had both the finance and the war de-
partments under his control, was unable to stand
against the increased trouble and vexation which this
state of things brought him. More than once he had
represented that this double work was too much for
him. But the King had in former times expressed so
much annoyance from the troubles that arose between
the finance and war departments, that he would not
separate them, after having once joined them together.
At last, Chamillart could bear up against his heavy
load no longer. The vapours seized him: he had at-
tacks of giddiness in the head; his digestion was ob-
structed ; he grew thin as a lath. He wrote again to